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regard to a considerable amount of work
which it has been suggested should be done
to the scheme, the objeet being to improve
the catchment area and holding ground.
The outlock of the loeal authority was that,
in the hope of n spread of pood seasons—
last year heing Lhe first—from a rainfall
point of view, it should not press the mat-
ter, as it was felt the Government had per-
haps other matters on its hands requiving
varlier attention during the period of
tha war. As T sav the local auth-
ority expected to get a plentiful water sup-
ply, but was disappointed. So we are now
reluctantly compelled to say to the Govern-
ment, *War or no war, other joba or no
ather jobs, please come and make arrange-
ments for the work to be done to the Katan-
ining water scheme, because if it is not done
we shall have no water and the position
will he even more sevious than it has heen
in past vears.” T do not propose to dwell
on the subject any further.

[ shall conclude my remarks by ocx-
pressing the hope that the Minister for
Lands will soon he vesloved to liealth. We
have had a number of disenssions with him
during the vear, mostly with regard to the
bulk handling of wheat in what iz known
as the Alhany zone.
able to arrange for considerable progress
in the direction of bulk handling in the Al
bany zone and T trust his efforts will very
shortly bear frait. But I do think, with
the memhber for Albany (Mr. Hill), who i3
on the right track, that a substantial altera-
tion ought to be made in the houndaries of
whut is known as the Albany zone. On
what basis, by what rule, by what yardsticl,
the present zone was defined 1 do not know.
Tt seems to me, however, that from the point
of view of railway convenience, snitability
of grade and all the other factors which go
to make up the aren that should be the
hinterland of a port, the port of Albany is
deserving of a  hioterland considerably
larger than it now has.

Mr. Withers: You can get the whest
taken to Albany if yon arc prepared to pay
extra freight.

Alr. WATTS: That is right.

Mr. Withers: That is what it means.

Mr. WATTS: I am not trying to stenl
anything from the hon. member.

Mr. Doney: It is based on mileage. If
it were hased on freight, it might be all
right.

The Minister has heen’

[COUNCIL]

Mr. WATTS: It is hased on mileage at
present; and we are, 1 hope, entitled to our
opinion—even if it s wrong—that there
ought to be an alleration in the bhoundaries
of the Albany zone. We are going to axk
for such an alteration and if our request is
granted, God bless us.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-

jonrned.

House adjourned at 5.47 p.m.
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Goidatene © Cnntbernn aft disaster ..., I

The PRIESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., aud read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER.

Hon, ¢, B, Williams (South) took and
stihseribed the oath and signed the roll.

CONDOLENCE-CANBERRA AIR
DISASTER.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (llon. W.
. Witson—West) [4.33]: It is with sincere
regret that I submit the following motion :—

This Ilouse places ou record its semse of the
severe loss to the Commonwealth by the death
of Brigadier the Hon. G. A, Street, Minister
for the Army; the Hon. T, V. Fairbairn, Min-
ister for the Air; the Hon, Sir Henry Gullett,
Vice-President of the Executive Couneil;
Lieut.-General Sir Brudenell White, Chief of
the General Staff, and the other passengers
and members of the erew killed in the air dis-
aster near Canberra,

That the foregoing resolution be tranamitted
by the President to the Prime MMinister,
threugh the Premier’s Department, with the
request that the terms of the resolution be eon-
veved to the relatives of the deceased Min-
isters, and the passengers and members of the
orew.



{13 Aucust, 1940.]

This tragedy has come as a shocek to us all.
It is a national ealamity, and it has come
at a time when the nation can ill afford the
loss of men so eminent in their respeetive
sprheres of duty.  They were, one and all,
earrying a heavy hurden of respousibility
and anthority, whieh, in these times, means
50 much to the Commonwealth and the Em-
pire. They had earned the ntmost eonfidence
of the Commonwealth Govermnent, to whom
this eclossal misfortune is a hlow unparnl-
leled in the history of our eountry, and we
can appreciate the many diftienlties whieh
may arise from it. Our deepest sympathy
zoes out to the relatives of every one of
those involved, and it may he =ome econsola-
tion to them when it is real'sed that the
call came whilst they were engaged in the
earrving ont of the very highest and most
important duaties on behal?® of their eoun-
try and fellow men. T feel sure that every
member of this House will agree with the
spntiments expressed in  the reselution
whieh T have moved.

Question passed, members standing,

House adjourned ot 438 pam.
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The SPRAKER took the Chair at 4.30
.. and read prayvers,

CONDOLENCE—CANBERRA AIR
DISASTER.

THE ACTING PREMIER
Millington—3Mt. HMawthorn)
move—

That this House places on record its sense of

tlho severe losg to the Commonwenlth by the
death of Brigadier the Hon. G. A, Street,

(Hon. H.
f432]: T
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Minister for the Army; the Hon. .J, V. Fair-
bairn, Minister for the Air; the Ton. Sir
Henry Gullett, Viee-President of the Executive
Covneil; Tieut-General Sir Brudenell White,
('hief of the Genernl Staff, and the other pas-
sengers and members of the erew killed in the
air disaster near Canborrs,

That lhe foregoing resolution he transmitted
by Mr. Speaker to the Prime Minister through
the Premier’s Departuient  with the request
that the terms of the resolution he conveyved
to the relatives of the deceased Ministers and
the other pas«engers and members of the crew.

It is with very decp regret that 1 move
this motion. 1n spile of the eontinuous
d'sasters with whieh we are brought into
contaet and in spite of the faet that we
as men accommodate ourselves to the idea
of final Jisintegration, this disaster comes
as a shoek, not only to us, but also, T
should say, to the whole of the people of
the Commonwealth. Tt ix something to
whielh we eannot readily accommodate our
minds. Notable men are included amongst
the vietims of the disaster. The Prime
Minister was intimately aequainted  with
the record and character, the knowledge
and administrative ability of the men placed
in control of the important portfolios of the
air angd of the army, and when we think
that they were specially  seleeted  for
those positions by men who knew them
hest, we must realize that Australia has
sulfered an incomparable loss at a tune
that mak.s the loss disastrons to the whole
of the people of the nat'on. VFor some
months past our eyes have heen on the
Commonwealth overnment, upon which
we depend for the defenee of Aunstraha,
and these two Ministers wers selected for
those highly important porvifolios. From
every point of view lhe loss to the people
of Australia is sovere. The loss to their
relatives is eqnally severe. News of the
disazter came to us as a shoek, and we all
felf completely stunned by it. This is ene
of these oecasions when words fail to con-
vev onr feelings, bnt T am suve thal inde-
pendently of what may he said, all mem-
bers present this afternoon are in aeccord
in wind and heart with the sympathy that
the motion ennvevs., Having regavd to the
areat lass Auvstralin has suffered and to
the Faet that ail Australin mourns that
loss, this House is anxions to show its
svmpathy, and therefore on hehalf of the
House and the peaple of Western Aunstra-
lin T move the motion,



